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The Katakana Writing ability of the normal Children and

dyslexic (reading and writing difficulty) children
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Abstract Since there were few preceding studies about the Katakana of dyslexic children, in this study,

I first analyzed the Katakana writing ability of normal children. The results showed that normal

children acquire Katakana of voiceless sound (seion), voiced consonant (dakuon) and palatalized

syllable (youon) in 3rd grade, and master them completely in 4th grade, but the learning process

is different for Katakana of seion,dakuon, youon.

When the Katakana writing ability of dyslexic children was analyzed, fourteen of seventeen

dyslexic children had difficulty with at least one of seion,dakuon, youon, and of these, six children

had difficulty with all three. Children were regarded to have difficulty if their Katakana writing

ability was two school years below their actual school grade. Children who had difficulty with

Katakana tended also to have difficulty with Hiragana.

Kanji learning ability of the children (subject) could not be assessed in this study.
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